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FOR COUNSELOR SONNENFELDT FROM AMBASSADOR 

1 . WE HAVE BEEN IN TOUCH WITH THE FEDERAL PRESS OFFICE 
TO SET THE RECORD STRAIGHT ABOUT THE JAN. 5 "SPIEGEL" 
ARTICLE. USING THE POINTS CONTAINED IN YOUR 
TELEGRAM, WE HAVE POINTED OUT THE INACCURACY AND MIS- 
CHIEVOUSNESS OF THE ARTICLE. WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED 
THAT THIS INFORMATION WILL BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION 
OF THE CHANCELLOR AND WILL BE USED TO ANSWER ANY 
INQUIRIES THE GOVERNMENT SHOULD RECEIVE ABOUT THE 
ARTICLE. TO DATE, THE FEDERAL PRESS OFFICE HAS NOT 
RECEIVED ANY INQUIRIES. 

2. THE EMBASSY PRESS ATTACHE HAS BEEN INSTRUCTED TO 
USE THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN YOUR TELEGRAM TO 
ANSWER INQUIRIES. THE EMBASSY HAS NOT RECEIVED ANY 
INQUIRIES ABOUT THE ARTICLE AS YET. 

3. WE HAVE GONE OVER THE DISTORTIONS AND INACCURACIES 
IN THE "SPIEGEL" ARTICLE WITH SPD INTERNATIONAL 
SECRETARY DINGELS. DINGELS SAID THAT HE HAD THOUGHT 
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WAS A REHASH OF RUMORS THAT HAD APPEARED IN THE 
AMERICAN PRESS SOME WEEKS AGO. DINGELS COMMENTED THAT 
HE COULD NOT SWEAR THAT "SPIEGEL" HAD NOT SPOKEN TO 
ANYONE IN SPD HEADQUARTERS, BUT THAT THE QUOTATIONS 
ATTRIBUTED TO BRANDT DID NOT SEEM CONSISTENT WITH THE 
SPD CHAIRMAN S PERSONALITY AND CHARACTER. DINGELS 
AGREED THAT THE DISTORTIONS IN THE ARTICLE WERE A 
TAWDRY BUSINESS AND SAID THAT HE WOULD DISCUSS THE 
MATTER WITH THE SPD CHAIRMAN WHEN BRANDT RETURNS TO 
BONN. 

HILLENBRAND 
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